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GREETINGS FROM ARTZAI ONA 
 Issue 13:  Negua - Winter 2023 
 
 
 
ESKERRIK ASKO DENARI 

On behalf of Artzai Ona, greetings to all who support and participate in 
the ministry of Artzai Ona and particularly Fr. Antonio Egiguren or 
Aita Antton, or affectionately, simply “Aita”.    

The Artzai Ona committee of lay volunteers exists to support Aita 
Antton’s ministry to the Basque diaspora in the United States.  Our 
Catholic faith is central to our Basque identity.  Basque priests were 
among the first religious to minister to the indigenous tribes of the New 
World, and Basque lay people were among the first settlers in the West.  
There is a long-standing tradition of Basque priests who have served 

the Basque community in their native language and those of us with parents, grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles who came from Euskadi to the United States know how deeply revered is our faith, our language, 
and our customs.   It is a tremendous comfort to our aging population to speak and pray with Aita and to 
receive the sacraments in their native tongue in their final days and hours.    

While the center of Aita’s activities is in the Pacific northwest and includes California, Nevada, and 
Washington, Aita when he is able also ministers personally to Basque communities in Utah, Wyoming, 
Colorado, and Texas.  We hope and pray that one day Aita will be able once again to minister in Idaho 
and Oregon.  As one in Idaho, speaking on behalf of those who live in the Diocese of Boise and of Baker, 
we are delighted when he is able to visit and comfort us; and his inability to celebrate the sacraments with 
us is our suffering we offer daily to Jesus. 

The cost of Aita’s ministry is supported by many people and in many ways, through their donations of 
money, time, and perhaps greatest of all, their sacrifice of patience and flexibility.  

The ministry of Artzai Ona is not Aita’s first responsibility.  Aita is the parochial vicar of St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Merced, California which is in the Diocese of Fresno.  This is his primary responsibility and 
duty.  Each time he leaves the parish or the diocese, it is at the cost of his services to the pastor of St. 
Patrick’s, Fr. Robert Borges, the office staff, and the local laity.  When Aita is away on short visits, he 
must arrange his schedule with Fr. Robert and the office staff and get help from nearby priests who 
substitute for him on a regular basis.  This is an added stress for these priests as well, and we all know 
how busy our priests are.  This is not an easy task!   

When Aita is away for an extended period – such as during the summer when he is visiting many 
communities to celebrate mass at their picnics - Artzai Ona supports his absence through the services of 
Fr. Enrique.   Fr. Enrique, age 80, is a retired priest from Mexico but has offered his services during the 
last 40 years in the Diocese of Boise.  He has also worked closely with Aita Juan Garatea who is also a 
chaplain for the Basque community.  He has been willing to travel to Merced to fill Aita’s place while 
Aita is away on these visits.   

Artzai Ona uses its funds to compensate Fr. Enrique for his time and his travel expenses to and from 
Merced.  Without your financial support of Artzai Ona and Aita, we would not be able to this.  And 
without the support of Fr. Robert, Fr. Enrique, and especially the bishop of Fresno, the Most Reverend 
Joseph Brennan, Aita would not be able to minister to the Basque community as he does.   

Bishop Brennan, Fr. Robert and Fr. Enrique, and to all the priests in the Diocese of Fresno, we say to you 
“eskerrik asko bihotzetik”, or “thank you from our heart”.  Please accept our sincere thanks and 



2 
 

appreciation for your support of Aita Antton’s ministry to the Basque community of the West.  It is your 
patience and flexibility for his time and schedule that allow him to participate in these activities that are 
so meaningful for us. 

The collections from the Masses Aita celebrates for the local Basque communities goes directly into the 
compensation for the priests who fill in for Aita, and supporting Aita’s travel expenses to and from the 
picnics or local event.  It is for this reason Aita requests that the Mass collections be sent to Artzai Ona, 
instead of to him personally.  It is in this way that we are able to administer to the needs of the entire 
community and Aita is not troubled with the burden of managing these financial duties.   

As we emerged from the darkness of Covid, we knew that 2022 would be a busy year for Aita Antton.  In 
anticipation of the high demand for his services and his attendance at the many picnics, funerals, and 
wedding celebrations being reinstated across the West, we launched an appeal to purchase a new Pottoka.   
We did not wish for Aita to become stranded on an isolated road in somewhere Nevada!   You responded 
graciously and generously, and thanks be to God, we were able to purchase a new Honda CRV hybrid for 
Aita in May.  And already this new little pottoka is earning her oats, with over 20,500 miles traveled in 
less than a year!  This year we are planning to purchase new tires for pottoka and will use the excess 
funds from the purchase of pottoka for this and other maintenance expenses to keep her running 
smoothly.   

This year we were also very pleased to provide everyone on our mailing list with the Artzai Ona finger 
rosary and prayer cards.  These proved to be extremely popular!  If you have not received one and would 
like one, please let us know.  We will be delighted to send one to you.  It is through our beloved Mama 
Mary that we come to know her son Jesus, and she has instructed us to pray the rosary every day.  Please 
honor her and respond to her plea.   

As I mentioned at the beginning of this letter, Artzai Ona is a committee of lay volunteers.  Our members 
are from Seattle, WA, Boise, ID, and Turlock, CA.  If you are interested in joining this fellowship, please 
contact us.  We are always looking for volunteers who can represent their local area.  The primary 
responsibilities are to attend our monthly meetings, which are held via ZOOM, where we plan and discuss 
the upcoming activity calendar; and assist as you are able, Aita’s ministerial outreach.  If at any time you 
have a question about Artzai Ona, our activities, or our financial status, please send your request to 
info@basquecatholic.org.   

On behalf of Artzai Ona and the Basque Community, I would like to extend a hearty eskerrik asko to 
everyone who supports Aita Antton’s ministry through their prayers and donations.  It is our collective 
prayer that we will be able to continue this ministry for many years to come.   

Finally, as we enter this new year of 2023, let us never cease giving thanks to God for loving us and 
drawing us ever closer to him through our participation in the sacraments, our prayers, and our spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy.  Let us be thankful for the ministry of Aita Antton in aiding and guiding us 
in our journey towards heaven.  Let us also continue to support our local priests and parish communities 
with our time, talent, and treasure, and especially our prayers.   

May God bless you and your families. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Theresa (Eiguren) Rhoades Willerup 
Chairman, Artzai Ona 
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2022 Donors - Eskerrik Asko 
We thank our donors for their support!  Without you this ministry would not be possible, mil esker! 

Acheritogaray, P & C 
Adams, Judy 
Adams, Nicole 
Aguerre, Gina & Mike 
Albisu, Frank & Darlene 
Aldape, John R and Juliana 
Amestoy, Etienne 
Ancho, Angelines 
Anchustegui, Josephine 
Anton, Chris & Miren 
Arambel, Stella 
Aramburu, J Pablo 
Areitio, Ardina & Santos 
Areitio, Barbara 
Argazkilana - Original 
Photography 
Arozamena, Jon and Miren 
Arrieta, Josune 
Arrubarrena/Colburn 
Artiach, Miren 
Aspiri, Ray 
Baleztena, Fernando & Margaret 
Barrutia, John 
Bate, Marianne 
Bengoa, Chris & Pepi 
Bengoa, Sonny & Mary  
Bengoechea, Ricardo & Maria  
Berham, Marie Therese 
Berham, Mike & Rosemarie 
Beristain Trust 
Berria, Helen 
Berria, Toni 
Berriochoa, Randy 
Bidart, Michael & Jeanette 
Bidaurreta, Francois and Esther 
Bidegaray, Katherine 
Bieter, Chris & Nerea Lete 
Bieter, John & Alexis 
Bilbao, Albert & Juanita 
Bilbao, John 
Bilbao, Julie 
Bilbao, Julio & Julie 
Bilbao, Luisa 
Bishop, John & Sandra 
Bumgarner, Barry & Anita 
Calleja, Pierrette 
Camino, Grace 
Camou, Francois 
Campos, Antonio & Juliet 
Cenarrusa, Freda 
Challet, Veronica 
Chino Basque Club 
Chiramberro, Jack 
Chiramberro, Michelle 
Ciganda, Pedro 
Colburn, Tammie 
Coscorrosca, Debra 
Criswell, Bobby & Itxaso 
Curutchague, Marie 
Dahl, John 
Dalia, Pierre 

Day. Bryan & Marie 
de Laveaga, Eugene 
Dickinson, Josephine 
Dodworth, Melissa 
Dredge, Alicia 
Eaton, Donald & Irene 
Echevarria, Luise 
Echeverria, Candida, Begona, 
Carlos 
Echeverria, Juan & Dolores 
Edgar, Miren 
Egiguren, Antton M 
Eiguren, Roy and Miren 
Elicagaray, Aline 
Elko Euzkaldunak Club 
Epeldi, Joe 
Etchamendy, Martin & Maria 
Teresa 
Etchegaray, Jean C. & Henriette 
Etchepare, Jim and Christine 
Etcheverry, Henry & Kathy 
Etcheverry, Jerry 
Euskaldunak Danak Bat, 
Winnemucca 
Florence, Dr. Michael & Sharon 
Fresno Basque Club, Inc 
Garatea, Margarita 
Garcera, Gloria 
Gastanaga, Gloria Jean 
Gastelluberry, Jean & Catherine 
Gavica, Richard & Susan 
Glerup, David & Rebecca 
Goicoechea, Dr. Louise 
Goitiandia, Coro 
Goitiandia, Joe & Cheryl 
Goodson, Rick & Jackie 
Granda, Gene 
Gray, David & Jane 
Guerrero, Jessie E 
Guerricabeitia, Javier 
Guerricabeitia, Joe 
Guerricabeitia, Jose & Rosa 
Guerricabeitia, Mary Lou 
Hardesty, Dave & Liz 
Hill, Carole Hernandez 
Hill, Eileen 
Homaechevarria, Placida & 
Alejandro 
Hopfer, Ed & Sandy 
Hovda, Jim & Terri 
Huarte, Tony 
Idiart, Jean 
Iraola, Antonio 
Iribarren-Gorrindo, Maite  
Irigoyen, Felipe 
Irigoyen, Fidela A 
Izoco, Anita & Jean 
Julio & Marie Zabala Family Trust 
Kern County Basque Club 
Krakau, Herb and Joni 
Krueger, Adam & Andrea 

Labrouche, Pascal 
Lachiondo, Patricia 
Landa, Simon & Patricia 
Larrea, Jan & Nick 
Larrea, Ramona 
Larrocea, Antonio & Teresa 
Lagun Onak Las Vegas Basque 
Club 
Lecona Miller, Josephine 
Lejardi, Andres 
Lejardi, John and Gloria 
Leonis, Miguel & Teresa 
Lete, Carmen 
Lewis, George & Pam 
Lliteras, Mark and Julie 
Lliteras, Scott 
Los Banos Basque Club 
Losoya, Carolina 
Madarieta, Jesus 
Malaxechebarria, Esteban 
Mallea, Richard L 
Mansisidor, M.L 
McDonald, Maureen 
McKay, Joe & Joyce 
McReynolds, Jesse & Lorraine 
Mendiko Euskalduna Club 
Miller, Emily 
Miller, Patty 
Monasterio, Ben & Amaya 
Moser, Jim 
Moustirats, Jean & Raymonde 
Navarro David, John McCrostie 
Ocafrain, Jean & Mayte 
Odencrantz, Kirk & Miren Lete 
Oleaga, Juan & Laura 
Olson, Helen 
Persons, Morgan 
Peterson, Frances & Andy 
Petracek, Marie & Chris 
Petrissans, Denis 
Petrissans, George & Marie 
Rhoades, Christina 
Rhoten, Greg & Simona 
Richards, Andree 
San Francisco Basque Cultural 
Center 
Sanchez, Anne, Trustee 
Santa Rosa Basque Club,Paradise 
Valley 
Schwartz, Rolfe & Catherine 
Smith, Joanna 
Sorhondo, Leon & Nicole 
Stevens, David & Julia 
Tinney, Delphine 
Tors, Ryan & Jane 
Totorica, M Carmen 
Uranga, Louis & Jean 
Urcaregui, Joann 
Urruty, Kathy 
Willerup, Theresa 
Wilson, John & Totorica, Delores 

Wunderle, Robert W and Bette J 
Yanci, Ricardo 
Yrazabel, Josephine 
Ysursa, Begonia 
Ysursa, Ben & Penny 
Ysursa, John 
Zabala, Lino & Begone 
Zubizarreta, Luis & Trish
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GOIAN BEGO – MEMORIALS 
California  
Lorraine M Anchordoquy  
Pierre Apheceix   
Paul Arretche  
Thomas Bandurraga, Jr  
Dominic Berterretche 
Charles Mike Erreca  
Rosario Etchart Etcheveste 
Albert Garispe  
David Alain Idiart  
Natividad Oteiza  
Jean Perrez 
Julia Juanita Lacouague Pon  

Jeanine Sallaberry  
Jean Baptiste Zubeldia 
Colorado 
Joan Louise Nesbitt  
Idaho 
Gary Arambarri  
Dolores Laradogoitia Birmingham  
Julian Garechana  
Albert M. Gabiola  
Leslie Lynn Jayo  
Jack Olson   
Nevada  
Martin Joe Larraneta 

Joe Onaindia 
New York  
Mikel de Luis  
Washington  
Ruby Berriochoa Jensen   
Wyoming 
Juan Antonio Maya Juancorena 
The Basque Country  
Eusebio Arriaga 
Fr. Patxi Bergara Gainza OFM  
Mayie Jaureguiberry Cachenaut  

 

BIRTHS 
Ixone Bengoetxea  - born January 15, 2023.  Daughter of Ben and Isana Urquidi Bengoetxea. 
Grandaughter of Gina Urquidi, Kerri Pickett Hoffman and Jason Whitehead.  

Jacklynn Eiguren – born February 19, 2023.  Daughter of Kade and Kimber Eiguren. 
Granddaughter of Richard and Margene Eiguren. 

Dominika Louise Storey Gavica - born February 24, 2023.  Daughter of Annie Gavica and Noah 
Storey.   Grandaughter of Richard & Susan Gavica and Jack & Dale Storey 

BAPTISMS 
Emilia “Millie” Jean Krakau – January 14, 2023. Risen Christ Church, Boise, ID by Father Ben Uhlenkott 
Ama: Delfina Krakau. Amuma and Opa: Joni and Herb Krakau. God Parents: John Krakau & Ysabel Bilbao  

100+ BIRTHDAYS  
"Zorionak" to Regina Bastida Aldecoa who turned 101 on January 6, 2023 

IN THE NEWS 
Congratulations to Lisa Corcostegui, Anita Izoco and Kinku Zinkunegi for being this year's recipients 
of the Al Erquiaga Bizi Emankorra Award.  It is given to a person who has made significant 
contributions to NABO and/or who have given extraordinary commitment to Basque culture in the United 
States; i.e., they have contributed beyond their own local Basque community.    

Besides being instrumental in their own Basque Clubs and NABO, both Lisa and Anita have helped 
Artzai Ono be what it is today - each is a contact person for their clubs for Artzai Ona and they welcomed 
Aita Antton with open arms.  Lisa also helps weekly with Artzai Ona facebook and helps spread Artzai 
Ona news in NABO.    

Just last year the Bizi Emankorra Award was renamed the Al Erquiaga Bizi Emankorra Award to honor 
Al who was the first NABO president.   Thank You NABO!!! 
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Pilgrimage to Euskal Herria 
Discovering the Roots of Our Basque Spiritual Heritage 

The 2024 projected journey to the centers of our Basque spiritual, cultural, historical pilgrimage places, 
coupled with the enjoyment of a beautiful and uniquely spectacular and lavish landscape, can be a life-
changing experience for the one who dares to enter this adventure. 

The pilgrimage will be a spiritual journey to walk in the footsteps of our 11 saints, all of them members of 
our families and citizens of our Basque country and heritage.  There are other Basques who are in the 
process of sainthood, but these 11 are already declared saints by the highest declaration of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and are placed on the liturgical calendar, which venerates them every year. 

All of us who are baptized are called to sainthood.  Jesus tells us: “Be perfect, like the Heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Mt 5:48).  The way to sainthood demands absolute denial of self, total commitment to the 
wellbeing of others, and complete obedience to God in Jesus. 

Our path to sainthood is better accomplished if we place ourselves in the hands of Mama Mary.  Mama 
Mary has been the one who has accompanied each of the saints as they arrive to the perfection to which 
Jesus challenges each one of us to reach.  During this trip we shall discover how closely intertwined was 
the life of each of the saints, to their local devotion to Mama Mary. 

From this little and poor window of Artzai Ona, Aita Antton wishes to extend a cordial invitation to all of 
you, to join in this unique adventure of discovering the roots of our Basque Spiritual Heritage. This trip 
will be, indeed, a spiritual journey, but also, certainly, the tasting of the food which will nourish us in 
Body, Soul and the Mind.  Euskaldun, beti fededun!  

Liturgical Celebrations – Easter/Pazkoa 

 
 
Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and it is always 46 days before Easter Sunday.  
In 2023, Ash Wednesday will be February 22nd.  Ash Wednesday focuses the Christian’s heart on 
repentance and prayer, usually through personal and communal confession. 

Easter Sunday, the most important day of the year for Christians, will be celebrated on April 9, 
2023.  Divine Mercy Sunday is the Sunday following Easter.  

Easter time is the period of 50 days, spanning from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday. It is celebrated as 
a single joyful feast, called the "great Lord's Day".  Each Sunday of the season is treated as a Sunday of 
Easter.  The Ascension of the Lord falls on Thursday May 18th. Pentecost Sunday will be celebrated 
ten days later on May 28th.  
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Liturgical Celebrations – January/Urtarril 
In January we observed the 1st day of the year dedicated to the Divine Motherhood of the Virgin Mary.  
On that day, Catholics around the world celebrate the World Day of Peace. 
 
 

On January 6th, the feast of the Magi brings joy to many children around the Mediterranean countries.  
Among the Orthodox Christians the arrival of the three Magi is the central celebration of Christmas.  Kids 
in those countries wake up to a ray of gifts and surprises.  
 

Saint Sebastian, according to traditional belief, he was killed during the Diocletianic 
Persecution of Christians.  He was initially tied to a post or tree and shot with arrows, 
though this did not kill him.  He was, according to tradition, rescued and healed by Saint 
Irene of Rome, which became a popular subject in 17th-century painting.  In all versions 
of the story, shortly after his recovery he went to Diocletian to warn him about his sins, 
and as a result was clubbed to death. 
For the inhabitants of the city of San 
Sebastián-Donosti, the third week of 

January is still Christmas, and it is exactly the point 
where all the holiday feasts come to an end.   
During that third weekend of January there is held 
the traditional Fiestas de la Calle San Sebastián 
(Street Festival) which celebrates the saint with a 
series of traditions in the old city, among them the 
children’s tamborrada. 
 
On January the 31st, the church celebrates the feast of Don Bosco, founder of the Salesians.  Don 
Bosco was an Italian Catholic priest, educator, writer and saint of the 19th century. While working in 

Turin, where the population suffered many of the ill-effects of industrialization 
and urbanization, he dedicated his life to the betterment and education of street 
children, juvenile delinquents, and other disadvantaged youth.  He developed 
teaching methods based on love rather than punishment, a method that became 
known as the Salesian Preventive System.  A follower of the spirituality and 
philosophy of Francis de Sales, Bosco was an ardent devotee of Mary, mother of 
Jesus, under the title Mary Help of Christians.  He later dedicated his works to 
de Sales when he founded the Salesians of Don Bosco, based in Turin.  Together 
with Maria Domenica Mazzarello, he founded the Institute of the Daughters of 
Mary Help of Christians.  Now commonly known as the Salesian Sisters of Don 
Bosco, they are a religious congregation of nuns dedicated to the care and 
education of poor girls.  Don Bosco taught Dominic Savio, of whom he wrote a 
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biography that helped the young boy be canonized.  He is one of the pioneers of Mutual Aid Societies that 
were initiated as collaborative financial support to young migrant Catholic Workers in the city of Turin. 
In 1850, he drew up regulations to assist apprentices and their companions when any of them was 
involuntarily without work or fell ill. 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS – February/Otsaila 
Santa Águeda, also called Ágata or Gadea: Virgin and martyr.  The 
hagiography says that she was born in Sicily in 230.  During the Decius 
persecution she lived in Palermo, although she was martyred in Catania (both 
towns in Sicily).  Quinciano wanted her to marry him, but Águeda refused 
because she was a Christian, which was the cause of her martyrdom.  She 
died in prison on February 5, 251.  The Christians buried her in the place 
now occupied by the Cathedral of Catania. The church celebrates her feast 
day on February 5. 
For centuries Santa Águeda has been invoked for diseases in the breasts.  It is 
not strange that she is the patron saint of wet nurses and smelters.  She is 
asked for protection against fire and burns and women against breast pain.  
The popularity of this saint in Euskal Herria has been enormous; as 
evidenced by the many hermitages 
dedicated to her.  Gurutze Arregi 

collected, how the women of Bizkaia who had breast problems or 
lack of milk went to the hermitage of Santa Águeda de Dima, as well 
as the men with waist ailments (gerrikomiñe). 
The hermitage of Santa Águeda de Bidania (Aita’s birthplace, 
Gipuzkoa), like the previous one, was attended by women to request 
a good delivery and against conditions in the breasts. They said a 
prayer, lit a candle and left the corresponding alms. 
 
 
 

St. Martin Loinatz of the Ascension (1567-1597). Feast day: Feb. 6 
He was born in the Amunabarro farmhouse of Loinatz (a village near Beasain) on 
July 16, 1566, and was baptized the same day in the parish of Our Lady of the 
Assumption.  He was the son of Juan García de Loinaz and María Martín de 
Amunabarro.  After his first studies in the town, he went to the University of Alcalá 
(Madrid), where he studied between 1583 and 1585.  On May 11, 1585, he entered 
the convent of San Sebastián of the Franciscans of Auñón (Guadalajara), taking the 
habit and beginning the novitiate.   

On May 17, 1586 he professed as a Franciscan religious in Auñón, making the three religious vows.  In 
the same convent of Auñón and in the one of San Bernardino of Madrid, he studied Philosophy, 
Theology, Morality and how many subjects entered the priestly race.   

In 1591, at the age of 25, he was ordained a priest in San Bernardino, where he later reached the titles of 
doctor and professor.  The 15 of January of 1593, he embarked to Seville to start his mission to Japan.  In 
those days, one had to first travel to Mexico then to Manila, before finally reaching Japan.  He spent two 
years in Manila, teaching Philosophy and Theology in his convent, but always with his eyes on Japan.  
Finally, in May 1596, he obtained the desired destination and arrived at the port of Nagasaki.  After 
spending a season in the hospital convent of Meaco, today Tokyo, where he stood out for his rapid 
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learning of Japanese and humble attention to lepers, he was appointed superior of the convent of Osaka, a 
small house and the same church that three friars attended.   

On December 30, 1596, a group of soldiers handcuffed them and took them to Meaco, arriving there on 
January 3, 1597.  They were taken to the public jail where other Franciscans were already imprisoned and 
all them condemned.  Finally, after a painful journey on foot from Meaco to Nagasaki, they arrived at 
Sononki on February 4, where they spent their last night and where 26 martyrs were crucified and speared 
among friars, acolytes and Christians. 

 
Saint Valentine was a 3rd-century Roman saint, commemorated in 
Western Christianity on February 14, and in Eastern Orthodoxy on July 6.  
From the High Middle Ages, his Saints' Day has been associated with a 
tradition of courtly love.  He is also a patron saint of Terni, epilepsy, and 
beekeepers.  Saint Valentine was a clergyman – either a priest or a bishop – 
in the Roman Empire who ministered to persecuted Christians. He was 
martyred and his body buried at a Christian cemetery on the Via Flaminia 
on February 14, which has been observed as the Feast of Saint Valentine 
(Saint Valentine's Day) since at least the eighth century.  Relics of him 
were kept in the Church and Catacombs of San Valentino in Rome, which 
"remained an important pilgrim site throughout the Middle Ages until the 
relics of St. Valentine were transferred to the church of Santa Prassede 
during the pontificate of Nicholas IV".   

His skull, crowned with flowers, is exhibited in the Basilica of Santa Maria 
in Cosmedin, Rome.  Other relics of him are in Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church, Dublin, Ireland, a 
popular place of pilgrimage, especially on Saint Valentine's Day, for those seeking love.  At least two 
different Saint Valentines are mentioned in the early martyrologies.  For Saint Valentine of Rome, along 
with Saint Valentine of Terni, "abstracts of the acts of the two saints were in nearly every church and 
monastery of Europe", according to Professor Jack B. Oruch of the University of Kansas.  

Saint Valentine is also commemorated in the Anglican Communion and the Lutheran Churches on 
February 14. 

The Sanctuary of Estíbaliz  
The sanctuary of Estíbaliz, located just ten kilometres away from Vitoria-
Gasteiz, represents one of the most emblematic places with the longest 
tradition in the whole Álava.  Despite the fact that the Virgin of Estíbaliz 
has officially been the patron saint of Álava since 1941, her devotion is 
traceable since the Middle Ages.  

Throughout its history the enclave has had different uses and functions: it 
has been a tenement with a fortress that today no longer exists, it was 
conceived as a monastery, it had a hospital for pilgrims and travellers of 
the Way of Saint James, it was a hermitage of great devotion and, in its 
years of decline, back in the 19th century, it became an agricultural 
warehouse and private house of a resident of the area.  
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Despite all the vicissitudes of time, the sanctuary of Estíbaliz continues being a reference site for all the 
alavaise people and one of the Romanesque jewels of the Basque Country. 

Tradition has it that the King of Pamplona, Sancho 
Garcés III the Great, granted a privilege to the 
alavaise people so that they could resolve their 
differences and issues on the 1st day of May on the 
sanctuary of Estíbaliz.  At dawn, the alavaise 
people that had a score to settle went to the church 
to hear a mass in which the priest urged them to 
resolve their conflicts peacefully.  If they did not 
reach an agreement, the contenders went outside 
where a duel took place.  The first to shed a drop 
of blood lost the fight and the dispute.   

This tradition, heir of the so-called “judgments of God” or ordeals, has not been confirmed in written 
documents to date and is considered a 
literary creation that even had its 
theatrical version. Still, it is widely 
popular today and all the alavaise 
people go to the sanctuary every 1st of 
May, not to make amends, but rather 
to enjoy the traditional festival of 
Estíbaliz. 

Despite the intense restorations that 
the temple went throughout the 20th 
century, it still preserves most of the 
medieval elements.  For example in 
1927 expansion, the west facade - 
current access to the church, was 
moved and rebuilt again six metres 
away from its original place, but the 
materials that it is composed of and 
the design were mainly maintained.   

We can observe the sobriety that this 
facade shows, and contrast with the 
decorative profusion of the south 
facade, called Puerta Speciosa.  

This facade is named after an ancient psalm that was sung to the Virgin before entering the interior of the 
church during the pilgrimages.  The sculptural quality of the workshops that carried out this facade is 
astonishing.  The column shafts are composed of a basket pattern and a reticle with flowers and dots, and 
on the capitals we see different vegetable themes among which some figurative element appears.  

On the doorjambs, somewhat damaged by the passing of time, a series of vegetable rinceaux can still be 
guessed, which, in the case of the right doorjamb, accommodates a series of characters on uncomfortable 
and impossible positions.  At the top of both doorjambs two characters stand out: a possible prophet, 
sometimes identified as Saint John the Baptist, and a Christ Pantocrator or Christ of the Last Judgement 
who is judging humanity after his Second Coming. 
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Ama Birjinaren irudia Erdi Aroko tailu 
polikromatua da eta XII. mendekoa da. Ama 
Birjina jesarriak, Jesus haurra magalean duela, 
lore bat eusten du eskuetako batean. Jesus 
haurrak, lurraren bola dauka bere eskuetako 
batean. Urre-koloreko koroak dituzte biek 
buruan. Euskadiko Erdi Aroko eraikin 
adierazgarria dugu, Estibalizko ama Birjina 
Arabako zaindaria bertan aurkituz. Argandoñan 
aurkitzen da, Gasteizetik 10 kilometro eskasera, 
euskal erromanikoaren bitxia XVII. mendeko 
eraikina da. Beranduko gotiko estiloko 
elementuak ditu, gurutze latindarreko oinplanoa 
du hiru zatiko nabe bakarra eta hiru absidetan 
banatutako oheburuak.  

Estibalizko Andre Mariaren Santutegiko 
ingurumarietan Arabako Erromanikoaren 
Interpretazio Zentro modernoa aurkitzen da. 
Arabako Foru lurraldeko presentzia eta 
ezaugarriak erakusten ditu barneko lau areto 
desberdinetan. Lehen aretoan Erdi Aroan 
Europan sortutako estilo artistiko honetako 
berezitasunak ezagutzera ematen ditu, 
bigarren aretoan berriz, Arabako 
Erromanikoaren ezaugarriak. Hirugarrenean, 
lurraldearen orografia hartzen du kontuan eta 
arteak izan duen bilakaera. Azkenik, 
laugarren aretoa Estibalizko Andre Mariaren 
Santutegian eta Arabako eta Euskadiko erromanikoaren bitxien ezaugarriak azalduko ditu.  

Santutegiaren eta Interpretazio Zentroaren kokapena inguruak ezagutzeko eta Arabako erromanikoaren 
ibilbideak egiteko abiapuntu bikaina da. Aparkalekua, umeentzako parkea, picnic gunea, pilotalekua eta 
terraza duen taberna aurkitu duzu inguruan. 

History 
January/Urtarila is the first month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars and is also the first 
of seven months to have a length of 31 days.  The first day of the month is known as New Year's Day.  It 
is, on average, the coldest month of the year within most of the Northern Hemisphere (where it is the 
second month of winter) and the warmest month of the year within most of the Southern Hemisphere 
(where it is the second month of summer).  In the Southern hemisphere, January is the seasonal equivalent 
of July in the Northern hemisphere and vice versa. 

January (in Latin, Ianuarius) is named after Janus, the god of beginnings and transitions in Roman 
mythology. Traditionally, the original Roman calendar consisted of 10 months totaling 304 days, winter 
being considered a month-less period. Around 713 BC, the semi-mythical successor of Romulus, King 
Numa Pompilius, is supposed to have added the months of January and February, so that the calendar 
covered a standard lunar year (354 days). Although March was originally the first month in the old 
Roman calendar, January became the first month of the calendar year either under Numa or under the 
Decemvirs about 450 BC (Roman writers differ).  In contrast, each specific calendar year was identified 
by the names of the two consuls, who entered office on March 15 until 153 BC, at which point they 
started entering office on January 1.  Beginning in the 16th century, European countries began officially 
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making January 1, the start of the New Year once again—sometimes called Circumcision Style because 
this was the date of the Feast of the Circumcision, being the seventh day after December 25. 

Urtarrila: urthatsila, ilbeltza, belltzila, urteilla, urteberrilla, izotzila, neguila. 

Otsaila: barandaila, barantaila, zezeila, kataila. 

The ending -ila of each of the months’ names in Basque refers to Hil-argi, month-light.  Thus, the 
different names for January in Basque means: the beginning month, or the black month (often, to express 
it’s very cold, Basque language uses the work “beltza” (black), as expressed by the words “izotzila-izotz 
(ice) -ila (month) or “neguila” negu (winter) -ila (month). 

Otsaila, comes to mean “otso” (wolf) and -ila (month), the month when wolves abound in our jungles.  

February/Otsaila is notable for being the shortest month of the year. It has 28 days, except during a leap 
year, when it has 29 due to the addition of a leap day.  Every four years, a leap day is added to the end of 
February to adjust for the fact that the calendar is 365 days long but the Earth’s revolution around the sun 
actually takes 365 days and 6 hours. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, February is a winter month. In the Southern Hemisphere, it is a summer 
month. 

In the U.S. and some other countries, February is Black History Month.  Several U.S. and international 
holidays also fall in February, including Groundhog Day on February 2, Valentine’s Day on February 14, 
and Presidents’ Day on the third Monday of February.  The American football championship known as 
the Super Bowl is typically held in early February. 

Chinese Lunar New Year 

Chinese New Year is one of the most important holidays in Chinese culture, and has strongly influenced 
Lunar New Year celebrations of its 56 ethnic groups, such as the Losar of Tibet (Tibetan: ལོ་གསར་), and of 

China's neighbours, including the Korean New Year (Korean: 설날; RR: Seollal), and the Tết of Vietnam, 
as well as in Okinawa. It is also celebrated worldwide in regions and countries that house significant 
Overseas Chinese or Sinophone populations, especially in Southeast Asia.  These include Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.  It is also 
prominent beyond Asia, especially in Australia, Canada, Mauritius, New Zealand, Peru, South Africa, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States, as well as various European countries.  The Chinese New Year is 
associated with several myths and customs.  The festival was traditionally a time to honor deities as well 
as ancestors.  The Chinese calendar defines the lunar month containing the winter solstice as the eleventh 
month, meaning that Chinese New Year usually falls on the second new moon after the winter solstice 
(and sometimes the third new moon if an intercalary month intervenes).  In the Gregorian calendar, the 
Chinese New Year begins at the new moon that falls between 21 January and 20 February. 

This year 2023 is the year of the Rabbit, which also includes 2011, 1999, 1987, 1975, 1963, 1951, 1939, 
1927.  The sign of Rabbit is a symbol of longevity, peace, and prosperity in Chinese culture.  2023 is 
predicted to be a year of hope. 
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We would appreciate your feedback.  Please let us know what you think of our newsletter.  What 
do you like about it?  How can it be improved?  Send us an email at basquecatholic@gmail.com. 

ARTZAI ONA DONATION FORM — Please print all information clearly 

Your name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _____________________________,  _________   ________ Phone (           ) ___________________________ 

Memorial or Honor Tribute: 
In memory of: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send acknowledgement of gift to:    Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
      Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
      City/State/Zip:  __________________________,  ________   _____________ 
      (no value of the gift will be provided in the acknowledgement; a receipt will be sent to the  
        donor for tax purposes.  All donations are tax-deductible to the legal limits). 

 

“Feed the body, feed the mind & feed the soul.” 

Payable to:  Artzai Ona          P.O. Box  6439               Boise, Idaho  83707 


